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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 17552 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, TH 

SUBJ: THAI AM EQUIPMENT 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI RAISED THE QUESTION OF THAI 
AM EQUIPMENT AT UDORN WITH ME AUGUST 18, STATING THAT HE HAD 
DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WITH THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE YESTER- 
DAY AND THAT THE MINISTER SAID THAT THE RTAF NEEDED THIS 
FACILITY. 

2. 1 REPLIED THAT WE HAVE BEEN HOLDING THIS EQUIPMENT 
FOR MANY WEEKS AND WERE FAR FROM CLEAR REGARDING THE 
USE TO WHICH THE RTG HOPED TO PUT IT. THERE HAD BEEN 
STATEMENTS MADE THAT THERE WAS A CONNECTION BETWEEN THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT SWISS AIR OR SOME OTHER CARRIER MIGHT 
HAVE ITS PLANES MAINTAINED IN THAILAND AND THE EQUIPMENT 
FORMERLY USED BY THAI-AM. THE THAI AM EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN 
BROUGHT IN UNDER MAP AND COULD NOT BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR 
CIVILIAN OR COMMERCIAL USE. FURTHERMORE, IT WAS MY UNDERSTANDING 
THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE EQUIPMENT AND PARTS REQUIRED FOR THE 
MAINTENANCE OF THE RTAF AIRCRAFT HAD LONG AGO BEEN PROVIDED 
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UNDER MAP AND THAT MUCH OF THE THAI-AM EQUIPMENT DUPLICATED THAT 
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WHICH ALREADY WAS IN THE HANDS OF THE RTAF. 

3. CHATCHAI STATED THAT THIS WAS A TECHNICAL PROBLEM WHICH 
SHOULD BE DISCUSSED WITH THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE. HE THE- 
ORIZED THAT PERHAPS THE RTAF NEEDED A REPAIR SHOP IN UDORN AS 
WELL AS ELSEWHERE IN THAILAND. I SAID I HOPED WE COULD GET THIS 
MATTER RESOLVED PROMPTLY AND COMMENTED THAT I SAW LITTLE 
HOPE OF PERSUADING WASHINGTON THAT THIS EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE 
TURNED OVER TO THE RTAF. 

4. NOW THAT CHATCHAI HAS TOSSED THE BALL TO DEFENSE MINISTER 
PRAMARN, I PROPOSE TO DISCUSS THIS EQUESTION WITH HIM SOON. 

I WILL EXPLAIN TO PRAMARN THE LIMITS ON THE USE OF THE 
EQUIPMENT AND ATTEMPT TO HAVE HIM FOCUS ON WHETHER OR NOT THE 
THAI ARMED FORCES REALLY NEED IT. I WILL TELL HIM THAT DOD 
SCREENING IS GOING FORWARD, AND THAT WHEN THIS PROCESS HAS 
BEEN COMPLETED, THOSE MATERIALS THAT ARE SURPLUS TO U.S. NEEDS 
CAN BE OFFERED TO THE RTARF AS EXCESS DEFENSE ARTICLES WHILE 
THOSE FOR WHICH A U.S. REQUIREMENT EXISTS CAN BE OFFERED TO 
THE RTARF FOR FMS PURCHASE. I WILL POINT OUT TO HIM THAT 
THE U.S. WILL BE CEASING OPERATIONS AT THAI-AM UDORN SHORTLY AND 
THAT THE RTARF WILL HAVE TO MAKE RAPID DECISIONS ON WHAT THEY 
DO AND DO NOT NEED. MACTHAI IS IN INFORMAL TOUCH WITH THE 
RTAF TO DETERMINE WHAT ITEMS THEY NEED AT THAI AM UDORN. I 
REALIZE THAT DOD HAS ISSUED DISPOSITION INSTRUCTIONS ON SOME 
ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT; HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF THE HIGH-LEVEL POL- 
ITICAL INTEREST IN THIS MATTER ON THE THAI SIDE, I HAVE RE- 
QUESTED THAT NO MATERIALS BE MOVED OUT PENDING RESOLUTION 
OF THIS PROBLEM. 
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